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QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Time Period: October 1— December 31, 2008 
 
Cooperative Agreement Number  H8R07060001 
Task Agreement Number  J8360070199   
Joint Fire Science Program – Lake Mead National Recreation Area 





• Presented poster at Natural Areas Conference in Nashville, TN 
• Initiated granivory study at Goodsprings. 
• Outplanted 2376 plants for Experiment 1 at Lake Mead nursery. 
• Presented poster at Wildfires and Invasive Plants in American Deserts conference in 
Reno, NV. 
• Submitted manuscript covering our distance from road - microsite invasibility study to 
Journal of Arid Environments. 
 
Program Activities  
 Some significant project milestones were accomplished this quarter and two conferences 
were attended.  On October 15, a poster highlighting the distance from road invasibility study 
was presented at the Natural Areas Association conference in Nashville, TN.   This conference 
focused on biological invasions of exotic species.  In late October, Donovan Craig and Alex 
Suazo initiated a granivory study at the Goodsprings, NV study area.  Cages that isolate ant and 
rodent granivory were set up in a randomized block design in two areas: burned and unburned.  
The results from this granivory trial as well as the distance from road study were submitted in 
abstracts for the Wildfires and Invasive Plants in American Deserts conference.   
In November, many plants for Experiment 1 (competition/resource allocation study) were 
obtained from the College of Southern Nevada nursery.  Many preparations for Experiment 1 
were made.  A second granivory trial was run at Goodsprings and plots from a separate seeding 
trial were given water treatments.   
During the first week of December, 2,376 native plants were planted into the 
experimental plots next to LAME nursery.  This initiates our competition/resource allocation 
study where 12 native species representing four functional groups will be put in competition with 
Bromus rubens and Schismus spp.   
A special conference entitled Wildfires and Invasive Plants in American Deserts was 
attended December 9-11, and posters highlighting our distance from road/invasibility study and 
the granivory experiment were presented.   
 1
Finally, the manuscript entitled “Relationships of exotic annual plant invasions to roads 
and native perennial species in the eastern Mojave Desert, USA,” was submitted as a short 
communication to the Journal of Arid Environments.   
  
Agency Meetings/Training Attended/Professional Development  
 
? Attended NPS Resource Management staff meetings in October, November and 
December 
? Attended Natural Areas Association conference in Nashville, TN October 14-17 
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